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Research Highlights!

EGG-CUP Update

We’re excited to share that the EGG-CUP study has now recruited 50

patients with cancer of unknown primary — halfway to our target of 100

Thank you to all the patients, families, and clinical teams who have made this possible. This trial is exploring

genetic alterations and biomarkers in CUP by analysing blood and tissue samples. Recruitment remains open

— so please do spread the word!

CUP on the Airwaves!

Dr Natalie Cook recently featured on the Simply

Oncology podcast:

Episode 51 - An accessible introduction to CUP, its

challenges, and why research is so vital.

Episode 64 - A deeper dive into how early-phase trials

are shaping the future of cancer treatment.

Upcoming Events

10 Oct 2025 – CUP Club (PPIE)

The focus will be on how patients navigate the healthcare system, the emotional impact of

their diagnosis and their interactions with healthcare professionals. This session will be led

by Alison Taylor, Acute Oncology Nurse Consultant at The Clatterbridge Cancer Centre

NHS Foundation Trust. To be involved in CUP Club please contact us!

13 Oct 2025 - Cancer of Unknown Primary: A Journey from Diagnosis to Care

Dr Pavel Bezecny, Consultant Oncologist at Blackpool Victoria Hospital will present at our

monthly education session.

If you’d like to attend or watch the recording, register before the event. The webinar will be

recorded and the recording published online shortly after the event, available for 1 month.

To join the mailing list for future events, please check the box during registration.

16 Oct 2025 – International Cancer of Unknown Primary Meeting, Berlin

The World CUP Alliance is hosting their first International CUP

hybrid conference at ESMO 2025 in Berlin. So far >200

registered attendees - plenty of time for networking

opportunities. It includes sessions about ‘Molecular Profiling in

the Precision Oncology Era’, Flash talks, ‘Patient Experience

and Collaborations in CUP’ and ‘Treatment, Research and

Imaging in CUP’.
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Tea Break Interview

Matthew Concannon
Research Project Manager,

Experimental Cancer Medicine Team

The Christie NHS Foundation Trust

How do you support CUP research?
I support all aspects of research studies from grant writing 

through to publication (e.g. CUP-COMP and EGG-CUP 

studies). I support the coordination of meetings and 

events notably CUP Club, the CUP National Group and 

the national conference held earlier this year in Liverpool. 

I author the Catch UP Newsletter and help organise 

monthly educational events.

How is the Project Manager post funded?
I am very fortunate to have dedicated funding included in 

an NIHR Rosetrees Fellowship award granted to Dr 

Natalie Cook. A combination of commercial funds and 

smaller projects undertaken by the team fill funding gaps.

Is there something you want people to know 

about?
The Christie Charity has a specific fund dedicated to 

cancer of unknown primary research. This money is to be 

used by teams from across the UK! To support equitable 

access to this funding we will announce a new funding 

round starting on Monday 1st December 2025

To feature in this section please complete this form

Journal Club
OPEN ACCESS REVIEW ARTICLE

Spurgeon, L., Mitchell, C., Cook, N. et al. Cancer of unknown primary: the hunt for its elusive tissue-of-origin 

– is it time to call off the search?. Br J Cancer 133, 733–742 (2025). 

Patient Stories
We are delighted to announce that the patient videos created with financial support from the World CUP 

Alliance for the ‘Cancer of Unknown Primary: Redefining Patient Care through Research and Collaboration’ 

on 4th July are now available online. In these videos, patients share their personal experiences and insights, 

helping to inform and inspire better care. We would like to thank again Maria and Hayley for sharing their 

stories with us.

Maria’s Story Hayley’s Story

Support CUP Research!
Please consider raising funds to help support research into Cancer of Unknown Primary 

across the UK. We would like to help more people like Maria and Hayley tell their story. 

Follow the QR code for donations and please specify it is for CUP research. 

We would like to hear from you if have undertaken fundraising to 

support CUP Research!

Share your feedback with us!
The Catch UP is targeted at NHS staff involved or interested in the management of patients diagnosed with 

malignancy of unknown origin and cancer of unknown primary. Please complete this FORM
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