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Research Highlights!

Conference 'Cancer of Unknown Primary: 
Redefining Patient Care through 

Research And Collaboration’ 

Our CUP National conference was a big success!

We covered key topics like Improving MUO/CUP 
clinical pathways, Global perspectives, finding the 
primary and future perspectives. 

FLASH TALKS – Congratulations to Our Winners!

 A huge shoutout to the winners for their inspiring 
presentations:

Sarah Turner, Cancer 
Support Worker at The 
Clatterbridge Cancer 

Centre
" The role of a Cancer 

Support Worker in CUP "

Halle Deering, Research 
Practitioner at The 

Christie 
" Increasing Patient 

Access to Genomics – 
The EGG-CUP Study"

Flash talks were judged by a panel of patients and patient 
advocates. Awards were presented on behalf of the National CUP 

Group by Alison Taylor
Event photographs: Top - Natalie Cook; Middle - Natalie Cook and Kai-
Keen Shiu; Bottom - Laura Jones

Wales: Cancer of Unknown Primary / Malignancy of Unknown Origin
Education Event 2025 

From left to right: Tanya Knott, Natalie 
Cook and Sonali Dasgupta

A Fantastic Day of Learning and Collaboration!

The recent Wales CUP Conference brought together leading experts and 
multidisciplinary teams to discuss diagnosis, treatment, and care for 
MUO/CUP patients. Highlights included talks from Dr Natalie Cook and Tanya 
Knott, plus presentations on service improvements and research across 
Wales.

The next National Welsh CUP event is planned for 
2026, date and venue to be confirmed

Support CUP Research! Follow the QR code for donations and please specify it is for CUP research. 
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Future Events

CUP Virtual Educational sessions- Next Session: 14th of July: Avanti Andhale, Clinical Research Fellow and 
Associate PI for the EGG CUP study will present ‘The CUP Conundrum: Diagnostic Discordance in Patients 
with Previous Malignancies’ If you’d like to attend or contribute, don’t miss out, register HERE

PPIE: CUP Club - Next Event September 2025: The focus will be on how patients navigate the healthcare 
system, the emotional impact of their diagnosis and their interactions with healthcare professionals.
If you’d like to being involved, contact: the-christie.cup-research@nhs.net. 

International CUP Meeting Thursday 16th of October Westin Grand, Berlin: The World CUP Alliance (WCA) 
invites you to the first International Cancer of Unknown Primary Meeting, taking place before ESMO 2025.         
If you’d like to attend or contribute, don’t miss out, register HERE 

Funding Opportunities

The Christie Charity is offering funding for CUP-related research and projects 
across the UK! 

If you have an innovative idea that could make a difference in:  Patient outcomes, Research or awareness & 
engagement, then we want to hear from you! 

The first call for applications is open (7th of July 2025)  and closes on the 31st of August 2025

For more details: the-christie.cup-research@nhs.net

Tea Break

Avanti Andhale
Clinical Research 

Fellow.
ECMT, The Christie 

NHS Foundation Trust

Q: What is your role?
A: I am a Clinical Research Fellow with the Experimental Cancer Medicine Team 
(ECMT) at The Christie NHS Foundation Trust. I completed my medical degree in 
India and hold a Master of Research in Translational Cancer Medicine from King’s 
College London. 

Q: What are you research interests?
A: My research interests lie in understanding genomic alterations in cancer and 
identifying predictive biomarkers that can guide treatment strategies. I hope to 
incorporate bioinformatics approaches with real-world clinical data, to uncover 
predictive patterns in genomics and patient characteristics that influence disease 
progression and therapy response.

Q: Is there a research study that more people should know about?
A: The EGG-CUP study is a ground-breaking initiative! Led by researchers at The 
Christie it aims to uncover genetic alterations and biomarkers by analysing blood and 
tissue samples from CUP patients. It seeks to guide treatment choices and 
potentially determine the primary source. This approach holds promise for tailoring 
therapies and advancing precision oncology.

To feature in this 
section please 

complete this form

The CatchUP is prepared by the Manchester CUP Research Team and edited by 
Dr. Natalie Cook at The Christie NHS Foundation Trust. If you no longer wish to 
receive this newsletter, please use this link to Unsubscribe.

Your feedback is welcomed. Please complete this FORM
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