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 Cancer of Unknown Primary (CUP): 

   Evolution of CUP-ONE 

Å Diagnostic Clinical Algorithms  
ï To select subsets of patients with better prognoses 

Å Midline poorly differentiated tumours (EGGCS); Head & Neck SCC; 
Breast; Peritoneal papillary; prostate 

ï Utility of investigations for searching for primary 

Å £10,000-£20,000+ 
 

Å Treatment / Chemotherapy Trialsésmall Phase IIôs 
ï To improve outcomes 
 

Å Biology 
ï Molecular studies inconsistent  

Å ?role of EGFR and VEGF (IHC)  in cancer generally 

ï Newer biological molecular diagnostic criteria based on 
expression patterns 

éé..Oct 2004! 



 Many Metastatic Cancers are 

Unknown Primary  at presentation 

�«�«���%�X�W many remain of  

Uncertain Primary Origin! 

  (ñMUOò) 

Most Treated as  

Known  Primary's 

..the rest classified 

as CUP? 

What matters 

is improving outcomes 

Not diagnosis? 


