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Å 2%-5% of all advanced cancer patients present with this 
clinicopathologic syndrome  

Å Most patients have carcinoma and most of these adenocarcinomas 

Å Despite extensive clinical and pathologic evaluation the anatomical 
primary site is not found in patients at the time of diagnosis  

Å Autopsy studies reveal small clinically undetectable primary tumor 
sites in 75% of patients (lung, pancreas, biliary tract, colorectal, 
kidney most common, but most tumors represented)  

Å Favorable subsets of patients represent about 20% of all patients. 

Å 80% of all patients (not in favorable subsets) have a poor prognosis 
(median survival 9 months) after empiric chemotherapy (i.e. 
paclitaxel/carboplatin)  
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ÅIncludes the majority of patients �±patients with 
favorable prognostic factors excluded 

ÅIncludes adenocarcinoma and poorly 
differentiated carcinoma  

ÅMultiple phase II studies; one phase III study  

ÅLong term survival (2,3 years and beyond) 
usually not reported; several exceptions 

 


